
RICHMOND TOWNSHIP 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

JANUARY 17, 2019 

 

A.   Chairman Marek called the meeting to order at 7:30am,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll call was taken by Wilson.  Present:  Maynard Bluhm, Pat Kailing, Johnell LeBaron, Ron Marek, 

Jim Maturen, Rich Sheldon, Jim Thompson, and new member, Brad Taylor.   

 

B.   Minutes from 10/18/18 were reviewed.  There were 2 errors-one in date and second in Marek's 

comment.  Sheldon moved the minutes be approved with the 2 corrections, support coming from 

Thompson.  Motion carried. 

 

C.   Amendments/additions to agenda-Thompson would like to add to old business-Patterson property 

on 220th. 

 

 

D.   Public comment:  none. 

 

E.   Chairman's report: 

1. Read letter of resignation from Jay Zolman. 

2. Introduced Brad Taylor and welcomed him to the board. 

3. Reviewed terms of service for board members;  the 4 year terms are up and the Township 

Board will need to re-appoint all present members .  Will be handled at the February 

Township Board meeting. 

4. Township website-Marek has checked with the county and it has a website that allows the 

townships a page to post things and the DDA can have a page under the Richmond 

Township to report things as well to the residents.  Marek will start by posting minutes and 

financial statements quarterly. 

 

F.   Election of officers for 2019-2020:  Sheldon made the motion to appoint Marek as Chair,  

Thompson as Vice-chair, and  Wilson as Secretary.  Motion seconded by Bluhm.  Motion carried.  The 

Treasurer position is open at the present time, but Brad Taylor has agreed to be Treasurer as long as 

there is no conflict of interest in his job at the Lake-Osceola Bank.  He will check on this and report 

back to us. 

 

G.   Bills and communications:  Marek presently has the Treasurer books.  Two bills have been 

received from the recording secretary totaling $75.00. 

 

H.   Marek handed out Treasurer's quarterly report.  There were corrections needed to the dates on the 

report.  Kailing moved the report be approved with support from Thompson.  Motion carried. 

 

The budget for 2019-2020 was presented by Marek.  Changes were suggested on line item publishing,  

increasing it to $2,000.00, and add $1,000.00 to interest, making the total budget for revenues 

$105,00.00 and total cash value $300,000.00, while total expenditures will be $118,800.00.  Kailing 

moved the budget be approved with support from LeBaron.  Motion carried. 

 

 

I. Township update-Bluhm.  The issues the Township Board are dealing with is the DeShano 

Phase II project and recreational marijuana.  There will be a public meeting to discuss the 



marijuana issue as the Board wants input from residents to allow a marijuana retail business on 

US10.  This will be held February 19th at 6:00pm prior to the next regular Board meeting. 

 

J.   Old Business: 

1. Reed City Fields and request for sewer payment by Mr. DeShano. Marek explained that 

the former contract was voided because of non-compliance and now wants to start Phase 

II and has requested payment once again for sewer connections.  Bluhm gave synopsis 

of previous history of sewer/water hook-up error and updated  us that  now Mr. DeShano 

is ready to start Phase II and adding another 22 bed facility.  The Planning Commission 

has requested that the previous error be corrected by connecting to the Township 

manhole and has requested a $50,000.00 surety bond to cover these expenses.  The 

engineer for Mr. DeShano feels the work could be done for about $20,000.00.  Mr 

DeShano doesn't want to purchase a bond so is suggesting the township and his 

company put equal amounts in an escrow account instead.  The township board seemed 

agreeable to this with the stipulation that before any money could be released, all parties 

would have to agree that all hook-ups were done properly. Kailing made another 

suggestion that we should see if City would be willing to sell us the manhole that is on 

Township property and then present hook-ups would not need to be changed.  Bluhm 

will check with the City.  Maturen made the motion to reimburse the Township the 50% 

of  money placed in the escrow account (not to exceed $15,000.00), with support from 

Thompson. Motion carried. 

2. 220th property-tabled until next meeting. 

 

K.   New business:  none. 

 

L.   Audience comments:  none. 

 

M.   Board member comments: 

1.  Kailing-we need to be looking into projects and what we can do in theTownship. 

2.  LeBaron-none. 

3.  Maturen-none. 

4.  Thompson-none. 

5.  Bluhm-welcome to Brad Taylor. 

6.  Wilson-supported Kailing's statements. 

7.  Taylor-thanks for the welcome-looking forward to working with DDA. 

8.  Sheldon-none. 

 

N.   Next meeting:  Thursday, April 18th, at 7:30am. 

 

O.   Thompson made the motion to adjourn with second from Kailing.  Marek declared the meeting 

adjourned at 9:06 am. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Linda Stieg, Recording Secretary 



 

 

 

 


